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WASHINGTON 


Historic tax bill is headed for Passage 


Wavering GOP senators fall in line for massive cuts 
Democrats call ‘the opposite of what America needs’ 


By Stephen Ohlemacher 
and Marcy Gordon 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON » After weeks of 
quarrels, qualms and then elev- 
enth-hour horse trading, Repub- 
licans revealed the details of their 
huge national tax rewrite late Fri- 
day — along with announcements 
of support that all but guarantee 
approval to give President Donald 
Trump the Christmas legislative 
triumph he has been aching for. 
The legislation would slash tax 


rates for big business and lower 
levies on the richest Americans 
in a massive $1.5 trillion bill that 
the GOP plans to muscle through 
Congress next week before its 
year-end break. Benefits for most 
other taxpayers would be smaller. 

“This is happening. Tax re- 
form under Republican control of 
Washington is happening,” House 
Speaker Paul Ryan of Wiscon- 
sin told rank-and-file members 
in a conference call. “Most crit- 
ics out there didn’t think it could 
happen. ... And now we’re on the 


INSIDE 
Support from area’s GOP Congress 
members uncertain. NEWS 8 


doorstep of something truly his- 
toric.” 

According to the 1,097-page 
bill released late Friday, today’s 
35 percent rate on corporations 
would fall to 21 percent, the 
crown jewel of the measure for 
many Republicans. Trump and 
GOP leaders had set 20 percent as 
their goal, but they added a point 
to free money for other tax cuts 
that won over wavering lawmak- 
ers in final talks. 

The legislation represents 
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House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Kevin Brady, R-Texas, is 
pursued by reporters in the Capitol on Friday. 


TEMECULA 


STILL IN THE GAME 


ABOVE: FRANK BELLINO — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER; BELOW: PHOTO BY THOMAS KELSEY 


Physical therapist John Waite works with Linfield Christian High's Alex Ruiz to help restore motion in his right knee. Ruiz suffered 
a torn artery in a game and ended up losing function below the knee, and he has opted to have the leg amputated. 


A high school quarterback with a horrific knee injury chooses 
to lose a leg but not his zest for life and hope for his future 


By Shane Newell 
snewell@scng.com 
@journoshane on Twitter 


infield Christian 
High quarterback 
Alex Ruiz had a 
ecision to make: 
keep the football 
in his hands or hand it off to 


a teammate. 
On the 15th play of an 


Oct. 6 game against Ontario 
Christian High, Ruiz chose 


to hold on to the ball. 
What happened in the 


next few seconds is some- 

thing Ruiz, his teammates 

and his family won’t forget. 
Ruiz, a junior at the pri- 


vate Christian school in 


Temecula, ran with the foot- 


ball and, with his right leg, 


tried stepping over a player 
on the ground. As Ruiz was 


brought down by oppos- 


ing players, his body fell for- 


wards. 


But his leg didn’t, team- 
mate Cooper Whitworth re- 


called. 


As soon as Ruiz landed on 


the ground, he lifted his leg 
in the air and saw his knee 
form a right angle. He began 


screaming. 


More than two months 


have passed since Ruiz dislo- 
cated his right knee and tore 
an artery. 

As he did on the field, the 
16-year-old faced another 


“I don’t look at this as I’m losing 
my leg. I’m looking at this as I’m 
gaining an opportunity to still do 
the things I love.” 


Alex Ruiz, who played quarterback at 
Temecula Linfield Christian before getting injured 


chose amputation. 


“I don’t look at this as Pm 


losing my leg,” Ruiz said. 
“Tm looking at this as I’m 
gaining an opportunity to 
still do the things I love.” 


Sitting with his walker 


at his Temecula home, Ruiz 
described how the injury 
changed his life — and led 
to a friendship with Chicago 
Bears tight end Zach Miller, 
who suffered the same in- 
jury a few weeks later ina 
game against the New Or- 
leans Saints. 


Until that 15th play, Ruiz 


ranked second in the league 
in passing yards and first in 
tackles. 


Though it’s not seen in 


the pros, Ruiz played quar- 


terback and linebacker this 


season. He dreamed of a col- 
lege football career. 


Coming out of the locker 


room before that game, 
Ruiz remembered turn- 


ing to Whitworth and say- 


decision: living with a limp 
and wearing a boot the rest 
of his life, or amputating his 
right leg below the knee. 
Perhaps surprisingly, Ruiz 


ing, “Something feels a little 
weird about this game.” 


Minutes later, Ruiz’s 


hunch became reality. 


After he went down, On- 


tario Christian’s training 
staff rushed onto the field 
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WILDFIRES 


Winds 
ease, 
aiding 
Crews 


Thomas fire containment 
is up to 35 percent, but 
red flag conditions are 
forecast to return today 


From staff and wire reports 


Calming winds Friday gave 
firefighters a chance to gain 
ground on the huge Thomas fire 
in the coastal mountains of Ven- 
tura and Santa Barbara counties. 

But forecasters warned that 
conditions would remain dry and 
warm and the respite from gusts 
would be only temporary. Red- 
flag warnings reflecting the crit- 
ical combination of low humid- 
ity and strong winds expired for 
a swath of Southern California at 
midday Friday, but a new warn- 
ing was scheduled to go into ef- 
fect today in fire-prone areas due 
to the predicted return of winds. 

Containment of the Thomas 
fire was posted at 35 percent af- 
ter it swept across more than 394 
square miles since erupting Dec. 
4 a few miles from Thomas Aqui- 
nas College in Santa Paula. 

Meanwhile Friday, fire crews 
took advantage of more cooper- 
ative weather to move closer to 
complete containment of fires 
further south. 


San Diego County’s Lilac fire, 
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HIGH SCHOOL 
FOOTBALL 
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Jayden Daniels and San 
Bernardino Cajon lost to Gardena 
Serra, 38-14, in the Division 2-AA 
state championship. SPORTS 1 


INSIDE 


Show offers fire district 
mea culpa over skit 

“Jimmy Kimmel Live!” apologizes 
to Chino Valley Fire District over 


skit that showed how to burn 
President Trump hats. NEWS 2 


Stay ahead of the curve 
with decor predictions 
You can update and refresh 
how your home looks with these 


suggestions based on the latest 
trends. HOME AND GARDEN 1 


HIGHLAND 


By Joe Nelson 
jnelson@scng.com 
@SBCountyNow on Twitter 


A radio and television broad- 
caster on Friday sued musician 
and Rock & Brews restaurant 
co-founder Gene Simmons, 
alleging Simmons made un- 
wanted sexual advances during 


an on-camera in- 
terview Nov. 1 at 
the restaurant’s 
San Manuel Ca- 
sino location in 
Highland. 

The lawsuit, 
filed in Los An- 
geles Superior Court, alleges 
the plaintiff, identified as “Jane 


Simmons 


Suit accuses Gene Simmons of sexual battery 


Doe,” arrived with her crew at 
the restaurant, which was cel- 
ebrating its recent expansion 
at the casino, to interview Sim- 
mons and his longtime Kiss 
bandmate and Rock & Brews 

co-founder, Paul Stanley. 
According to the lawsuit, 
during the interview, which 
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